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DICE OF 



DEATH 




■ ■ ■ ' t wn ootbiag be : - . I 

His hsad f -tT~.fi up tewd bis stiff 
collar. H« is run bis • ~ ■•■ srouod 

h sew te a the collar sad bis aecfc to see if 
he coasd create more breathisg specs. Bat 
he checked htrasdf with bis bead do matt 
than halfway op- 

TUhm was aciMMd to wearing a tturdo. 
frit -itL. -r i t anracafortable in tb* 
twt fae ffi a a 1 I wast to fvve hiro- 
As a private investigator hts 
--»«* hanaelf ia co a s pi cu oas : to 
;b bo was just santhcr wealthy 
? os tbo r ' - 1 •hip. 

d sassy from tbo dies tabic, 
i tbo glass door, sad est to tbo 
open-sir dock. Ho leaned on tbo rati, look- 
tag ob* ** tbo star-sprinkled' water. A 
fresh, sea brooao stirred bis short -cat. 
sandy bacr. 

Tboso leaded dace! Tilkseo bad made a 
less; stady of croofcod gambling devices 
sad bad boos sale to spot tboaa st oacc 
Jast to satka sore, be had tbresni s few 
bocks oc tbo taboo and rollod tboaa a few 
ttsws. Bp tbotr ■ - ; - their (sol. thoir 
acton*, bo *n cortaxa that tbcra w«a so 
q useti o t. aboot their mini illness 

Bot to pro** weald bo soother asstter, 
Wbss TOkass had had bis bonis on tbo 
dies ba coold have kopt thorn, of coarse. . 
He add base gisb be d thorn sad rat Box 
where to? Tbo ship wss throe males off 
shore Tbo only traasportatioa to sad from 
the shore was the water taxi, operated by 
the gsmh2«ng s^-P proprietors. Stroog-Brrn 

J~ . inerabers of the raob. rorped the ship 
hand. They wore tniedos. _ i: 
rnents, bat it was easy to spot 
They were the ones with the 
the bolster-shaped bulges. 
No, fir.*-; this 



take subtler}- sad " - j - loaaod 

his elbows oct tbo ratX bts chin is his besets 
sad stared btoodingly at the water. A cry 
from directly above later r apt od his 



"1*00 lost everything, sc enc body nusfr 
ed "1 as going to shrn t czysetf - 

Tbore was s sharp report. A shot! Tboa) 
a body hurtled down past Tilbatn and 
splashed into the sea. followed almost ia- 
stantaasoosly by a pise s ef cloekrsg that 
slapped T bass . face as it fell. Tsoriiii 
triery Tiihsas grabbed for it. It eras a 
Jtsaaet 

Tilbram felt a - ■• ia the inside pocket. 
It was s wallet. On a booth he slipped the 
wallet into has owa pock e t. Them there 
was fetters! ensunaioa. Soenebedy we* 
"Man overboard' - Ruaniug fset 
. were chartering over the docks. search- 
lights were playing os the water. 

At tbo coroner's iosasst tbo body eaas 
de fin itely id en tifi e d as that of Hsmpbrey 
Skidmorc. a young playboy sad gsrnbler. 
A bullet, fired at dose ranee, bod passed 
tlxrough bis t e mp Is . Ha bed alaa saffered 
a sfifbt blow at the base of tbo shall, beat 
it waa believed bo sngbi have strnck the 
aids of the sbip or a abeting log ia failing 
into tbo eos. 

One of tbo gsmoling ship employes testi- 
fied be bad sees ttidraore Rep to tbo rail, 
take off bts cost sad baas; h over tbo rail 
Tboa smt&c as tbo rail he had placed the 
Can to his terapie sad polled the tnggar 
before the watcher coold atop htm or evea 
cry oat. 

TUfanaa then testified. He said ho bad 
bees s tsndi ng on the dock below. Ho had 
hoard suuabudy shoos. Tee lest every- 
thing. Ira going to shoot sryself f" Aa ob- 
ject had then faDsa pest bits into the sea 
and the cast had Sopped down iota his 

Several other peaa ert ger s testified to hav- 
ing beard sabstastislly tbo same thing. 
Tbo coroner a verdict was death by suicide- 



CATTAH MAJTVfl A**d 

1 1 1 ■» I ■ . ' • tfca — » ■ aloe*. * !rvw * 
M ,.. £ k« brow. Qa tba widcnca aca- 
■tad. SkxStwn'i dwih ea-taialy 
i wKxi. Tilhaaa bad baa* tr-jthfal m 
ki ttU tbi L » r B«i»i jary* *** b * 
_int tald aboot tba WUi from ttid- 
orat jack*. ._. 
That wallet tontbo* dadnl !«• wwh 
« theory of » you** nan who waa iboot- 
t totH becasee Ix'd fooe brake at tba 
BBiai taWea. Baceaae ia that waOet TiH- 
«a had foaad mort than ttOOQ ta ;•>• 

fact - ■ '* TUtaw 

k.di^or« bad bwa naerderec 



B m ^» _ _ ' - - m - 

toattaed tbet be taw Shidaeere elia* 
MiknUttd aboot haaaetf- 

-Sit dowa." aaid tba &A. "We're ;«i 
~ t . i a little check -up- Codd yea naaat 
tba aaact word* Stafcaoce aaid jaet bef or* 
bt aba* -.—>«':"' 

Tee." repbed tba aaaa. "Ha 
toat eeerythiac. I'm taiaf *° 
aaW- 

Tdlmaa jornped to hi* fee*, facad 
Ban and point ad aa accoaiac to [*" " 
ba aboated. "si.iw aaaer aaid that, 
aid it! Yoa yelled rt M paaale c 
raiaJr ba t aid it. Than too abet bin aad 



I* fore 

M 
m aad 



f aajaanHaa* r>*w ecqoatraaacea. Sba wee 
r.r- .-r ----- ba* aot «7 - elli jeat. 



DA aad aaid. " 
v - .- dvty. Am 



aa trouble. Yoa cafl't 

A Mcaafraatw «• 
ran lptlled owl tba 
Sktdmora bad wmsbl 



t aerder 



•a to keep (tarn 
a ba d* wy. 1 an 



TW Dkwrict Atteraey-a faea waa ITrva- 
S"illmaa. Pm foinf aloaa; wrtb y oa." b a 
44, ~Wt H yea tor* aot to ba wtoa^. 
M Ve raally cot aa» oart oa a baao. - 
-I-rn oa a woraa la-h." repbad TUhaan. 
I rara oat ta ba wroac T»* «■» erreot 
*■ l Tba wallet. 




Tba Bt, 
abrey'a 



j^FTER tba DA bad diapetthed 



Hurt? 



tboot t=ytbeJ 



sua;. I'm 



CAFTAN KAtva JUMOt 

M«M1EV«ll»l>tM>fM( 

AMK? *H*T IKri' »T3MKP 



M'M THf HOU IM TH C J.S.A. 



a-.wb»-i-ca'» «ax> £rr-*-3»# »e-*N wven 

'OAtCU'TWi GHAMC-TBZ BOS YtUCA a ; 
«e3*CO»#rTOeO«*r-HEOW«Jl^TO,HAINE, 

wweee-ev-ee psbkom 
a-.w*«as >cvrw wu. .vurr thb t»9t,a« 
bach ons ucuxy «n«« : 

wwjn jn-eca •*»•'.'! --rv-» - « mn-miz 
anp hb v 1 : vwwr 1- 
ecwr-tN* at -mi«wuT>*-«A. *»<»-«, 
TMSUDU INTHBUAA. 
- . _ - ^_ — 

HW HAP 
»wr..W»?IHEK,X KNOWTRATHB A4CAN«- 

fM THEIOU IN THt U.SlA. 
m *>>ar-_ note -x- c-ssc- z uneiivi 
acan->n»o* mt n^tV/ 

THAT HOW-OB* I MU»T TSH.V EARN ; 
I'M THEXXI IN TH1 UftA. 

r.« ONBOFAfyCan-TW* «(B-HAIttE'L>e>» 

aowhns way, 

■O AUIEH /W EX-TLOn» tWTHWV Wl>> ; 
I'M THE SOU IN THE U.6JV. 



Qrte or srtf-^'-jsS 



